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blow, finding the English *“ very warlike, and the woods

)

full of painted savages.”  This ended the doughty gov-
ernor’s campaigns against the Iinglish on the Connecti-
cut, though both he and his successors continued to

I

assert their claim to the ** Great River.”

In conducting the internal affairs of his little kingdom
Van Twiller was more fortunate.  He had some trouble
with the powerful patroons, but no serious difficulty ; he
placated the Indians; he erected many public buildings
and works, and he saw new farms and villages springing
up about him. The patroon Pietersen dc Vries pur-
chased Staten Island and founded a colony there.  The
Walloon settlement, the first on the present site of
Brooklyn, grew apace. Van Twiller completed Fort
Amsterdam, and built a substantial dwelling of brick
within it for himself, a parsonage and stables also for
the Domine Bogardus, a country house for himself on
his plantation, a brewery and boathouse, several mills,
and dwellings for the smith, cooper, corporal, and other
officers, all at the expense of the company.  But when
his bills were presented the directors objected, and
partly on this account, partly because of charges made
by De Vries and others that he was diverting the monceys
of the company to his own use, the directors removed
him, and appointed in his place Wilhelm Kieft, who took
the oath of office at Amsterdam, September 2, 1637.

IV, WILHELM KI1EFT.

S soon as ncws of this reached Ncew Amsterdam
A the people there began to tallk about Kieft. They
sitid he had become bankrupt as a merchant in Holland,
and had been condemned to have his portrait fixed to
the gallows, and when later he had been minister to
Turkey he had kept the funds sent him to ransom
¢ hristian captives from the Turk, and left them to lan-
guish in captivity., They whispered such things as the
new governor and his party stepped from the bark
Plessing, on the 28th of March, 1638,  The bystanders
saw a little man with sharp, pinched features, a cold
pray eve, a furtive, suspicious look and autocratic air;
a man of good natural abilities, but undisciplined, of
peppery temper, selfish, conceited, and tyrannical; the
very man to embroil himself with his subjects, and his
subjects with their neighbors.  This he proceeded to do
with great facility. He made oppressive and vexatious
sumptuary laws,—that is, laws directing what the people
should eat and what they should drink, and when they
should sleep,—and as he enforced them with great
rigor the whole colony was soon up in arms against him,
Not liking the check imposed on him by the council, he
dissolved it by a trick. The directors had given him
the power of fixing the number of men in this council,
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and he now limited it to one, and then ordained that his
council should have but one vote in the government,
while he had two. This practically made him dictator,
for the right of appeal to Amsterdam was very little used
because of the distance, delay, and expense. Next he
embroiled himself and the colony with the Indians by
making a law that they should pay tribute, and when
they refused tried to compel them by force. The result
was what a wiser man would have foreseen, The peo-
ple openly violated the oppressive laws, and very soon
Kieft had an Indian war on his hands, a state of affairs
which the former governors had sought above all things
to avoid.

One day in 1640 word came that some swine running
at large in the forests of Staten Island were missing,
and the director, without inquiry, charged that the
Raritan Indians had stolen them, and sent out a com-
pany of troops with orders to kill, burn, and destroy.
Glad of the opportunity, the soldicrs hurried into the
Raritan country, burned their villages and cornfields,
and only refrained from killing the Indians because they
could not find them. In revenge thc Raritans de-
scended on the bouwery of the innocent, humane
De Vries on Staten Island, killed four of his planters,
and Dburned his house and tobacco barn. At this,
frenzied with rage, Kiceft offered his allics, the River
Indians, ten fathoms of wampum for cevery head of a
Raritan, and twenty fathoms cach for the heads of the
murderers of the planters. This sct hundreds of human
hounds on the trail, and in a few days Pacham, chief of
the Tankitikes, who lived about Sing Sing, came in
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with the head of the chief who had slain De Vries'’s
men dangling at the end of a stick. At the same time
the Raritans came in and begged for mercy, A few
weeks after it was learned that the swine had been taken
by a party of the company’s servants on their way to
Virginia.

On another morning, Claes Smit, the village wheel-
wright, who lived alone in a little house in the suburbs,
wis found murdered in his bed, and it was discovered
that he had been killed by a Weckquaesgeck Indian
whosc uncle had been slain by negro slaves of the com-
pany twenty years before, and who had waited thus
long for an opportunity to make the blood atonecment
which Indian custom laid on the next of kin in such
cases.  Kieft promptly demanded the murderer from
the Weckquaesgeck chief, but the latter refused.
lle was sorry, he said, that twenty Clristians had
not been killed. The blood of his relative cried from
the ground for vengeance, and was not yet appeased.

Kieft would have marched an army against the tribe
at once, but was deterred by the protests and threats of
De Vries and other leaders, who reminded him that they
were two hundred and fifty men at arms against ten
thousand savages, and asked him if he wished to pro-
voke a general Indian war.

Alarmed at the turn affairs had taken, the director
now called a meeting of the patroons and head men,
and asked their advice. The latter, quick to take ad-
vantage of the occasion, chose a council of twelve wise
men to advise the director in this and other emergencies,
much to the latter’s disgust. In the present case they
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advised against declaring war at once, for three reasons
their cattle were still in the woods, their crops unhar-
vested, and their people scattered about on the farms;
in the winter, they said, these conditions wonld not
exist.  Kicft therefore staid the uplifted battle-ax,
though sorely against his will.

In January the twelve gave their consent, and at the
same time called his attention to certain evils and abuses
in his government which they hoped would be remedied;
they also asked for certain concessions to popular rights,
a council being one of them. Kieft received them
kindly and promised fairly, but a day or two after
issucd a proclamation dissolving the council, which he
said had been called to consult on the Indian crisis, which
now being done, he thanked them for their trouble, and
would make use of their advice “ with God’s help and
fitting time.”  The paper concluded by sternly forbid-
ding further meetings, which ““ tended to the great injury
both of the country and of our authority.”

Being now again supreme ruler, the director ordered
Hendrik Van Dyck, his ensign, to march with eighty
soldiers against the Weckquaesgecks and harry them
with fire and sword.  The valiant ensign and his party
set out with stout hearts, but became entangled in the
vast forests, and returned without having seen a Weck-
quaesgeck. The campaign served its purpose, however,
for the savages, hearing of the danger they had barely
escaped, came in and sued for mercy.

Kieft now became even more reckless and arbitrary in
his government, disdaining all counsel, insomuch that in

1643 the infant scttlement was confronted with a general
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Indian war. The River Indians, the Connecticut and
Long Island tribes, formed an alliance to destroy the
Dutch, fifteen hundred savages against two lmn(lrf.:d and
ntty white men.  Soon the outlying farms and \'Il.lages
\\v;'(' attacked and burned, and such of the inhabitants
avwere not killed sent flying to the fort for safety.  In
thi crisis Kieft acted like one bercft of reason ;. he sent
his soldiers up the Hudson and into Conncc.twut and
ong Island with orders to slaughter the Indians, men,
women, and children, wherever they could be found, to
burn their villages and destroy their cornﬁcldls, Mur-
ders most inhuman were committed under his orders,
and all the murders were avenged either then, or later
by the allied tribes.

V Mcantime petition after petition had been SCI.]t to the
honte company detailing Kieft's crimes and unjust acts,

Stadt Huys.

and praying for his recall; but so powerful was the 1(;1-
flucnce of the great patroon Van Renssclaer with the di-
rectors that for a long time no notice of them was taken.

} i ing of 1€ > ists threat-
At length, in the spring of 1645, the colonists t
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ened to leave in a body unless he was recalled and this
together with the influence of the wise and humanbe’
li'a.‘tr-oon De Vries, who had returned to Holland in
disgust, led the chamber to remove Kieft

) ‘ . and appoin
Petrus Stuyvesant in his place. e i

Over against the evil

1a t v 'I‘()UZOI se 184
|< f - av ~ . 1 l
1€ N t n 'ly b(, = much 00C ha. 1C

did; f.or he certainly did much to make Manhattan
beau.tlful and habitable. He repaired the fo(rt (er:]torc?
public buildings, set out orchards and gardens’an(;cei
couraged others to do so, straightened the stbreets a c;
.made laws for keeping them cleaner. One o% his bugllcli
1‘ngs was the great stone tavern which ] ‘ _
Stadt Huys, or City Hall, and |
finished, within the fort, the |

ater became the
1e began and nearly
arge stone church which

was > 1
as for many years the city’s only house of worship

V. PETRUS STUYVESANT.

I" was over two years before a new governor came,
I so that long before his arrival his personal history,
character, and appearance had been described and can-
vassed.  He was a native of IFriesland, it was said, son
of a clergyman there.  Bred to the profession of arms,
he had carly entered the service of the West India Com-
pany, and won renown in those brilliant battles, siegcs,
naval combats, and predatory descents on the Spanish-
American coasts, which gained glory for the company
and abundantly filled its coffers. Later, as governor
of Curacao, he undertook to conquer the island of
Saint Martin, but having lost a leg in the action, he
returned to Holland for surgical advice; and the direct-
ors, being then in search of a governor for their mis-
managed colony, fixed upon this victorious commander
and martinet.

The people of Manhattan were not very well pleased
with his appointment; they feared he would be as
tyrannical as Kicft, and regarded his selection as proof
that the company meant to continue its despotic form
of government. However, anything was to be preferred
to their present condition, and they waited hopefully for
the coming of their new master. He arrived on the
11th of May, 1647, with a fleet of four large ships and
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